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I n the first round, we already had
some exciting matches in the

Singles Championship here at the
Marina City Club.  

Bill Pegnato beat defending
singles champion, Stephen Hall 2-6, 7-
6(5), 10-3 on Court #1.  Mark Schwartz
beat Camilla Horen 6-2, 6-1 on Court
#2. Allan Bledstein beat Jeff Smith 6-0,
6-0 on Court #5. Jim Richards beat
Pat Morrison 6-1, 7-5 on Court #6. 

After some upsets and close
upsets, the players settled down into
the hottest weekend of 2012 for some
more form-filled tennis in the quarters
on Saturday afternoon.  In the main
draw, Mike Levitt overcame a
determined Mark Schwartz to claim a
place in the semi-finals on Sunday
morning with a 6-4, 6-0 victory.  In the
other two main draw quarter-finals,
Carlos Dunkerly, last year’s finalist,
pulled out a close match over
newcomer Jim Richards 6-7(4), 6-4,

(continued on page 4)

Mike Levitt and Carlos Dunkerly

Wednesday, October 31
Buffet Starts at 6 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m.

$28.95 per person (plus tax & gratuity)

Bats Blood
(Sherry Lobster Bisque)

Squished Shrimp
(Bay Shrimp and Pasta)
Crypt Keeper Greens

(Mixed Greens & toppings)
Ghosts Hearts Salad

(Romaine Hearts, Artichoke 
Hearts, & Palm Hearts)

Headless Crispy Chicken
Airline Chicken Breast with

Balsamic Maple Sauce, Dried
Cranberries, Leeks, & Almonds

Frankenstein’s Roasted Beef
Oven Roasted Steamship of Beef

with Au Jus and Creamy Horseradish

Fish with Vampire Sauce
Filet of Sole with 

Roasted Shallots Sauce

Scary Potatoes
Rosemary Red Creamers Potatoes

Dracula Vegetables
Seasonal Steamed Vegetables

Slithering Sweets Pastries
Haunted House Cake / Ice Cream

Pirate Brownies 
Fresh Seasonal Fruit

Music and Dancing 
with

Summerwind
from

7:30-10:30 p.m. 

$500 in Prizes!

Best Couple - $200

Best Male - $75

Best Female- $75

Most Creative - $50

Scariest - $50

Sexiest - $50

Ugliest - 
Dinner for (4)

Reservations required with a credit card 
for this Sell Out event at Ext 215.

MCC’s Annual
Halloween Party
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Dear Homeowners:

Admiralty Way Settlement Repair Project – In the September Newsletter I informed you
that the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works had planned to start construction
for the Admiralty Way Settlement Repair Project.  I further informed you that the Public
Works Department gave notice to adopt a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial
Study. This means that the County Public Works Department would not provide an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and did not plan to provide a Traffic Mitigation Plan. You
can see from the photograph that a Traffic Mitigation Plan was needed. The Public Works

Department was well
aware of the traffic
flow on Admiralty Way.
They knew that
residents in this
general area (Venice

and Los Angeles; north of Washington Blvd via Marina and residents south of Palawan Way)
were using Admiralty Way as a Marina bypass to avoid the traffic congestion that existed at
the intersection of Washington and Lincoln Blvd.  While the Admiralty Way Street
Improvement Project may be necessary, the residents at Marina City Club were not
properly informed of the project nor were we given consideration of the negative impact to
our quality of life during the construction period.  At the very least, the Los Angeles County
Department at Public Works should have done a Traffic Mitigation Plan either defining how
the traffic would flow during the respective phases of construction; i.e., Phase 1, Phase 2
Phase 3.  The Department of Public Works should have given notice to the surrounding
residents well in advance as to the impact.  That would have allowed them to change their
plans as to how they would ingress and egress and comply with the detour signs. Certain
lanes and streets will be blocked off at various times.  It is only fair that all residents in this
general area should have been notified well in advance which would have allowed for
easier flow of traffic.  The consideration that is given to motorists well in advance in
reference to freeway construction projects should have been given to the residents in this
area.  We have never been so disrespected.  What the Department of Public Works did is
nothing more than an affront to Marina City Club residents.

Marina City Club Dock Rehabilitation Project – U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers, Los Angeles
District has given notice that Ms. Karen Seemann of the Essex Property Trust has made an
application for a permit to rehabilitate the Marina City Club Parcel 125 Dock. The project is
located in the Marina del Rey Harbor within Marina del Rey. The request is to replace
concrete guide piles, floating docks and existing gangways.  The existing 323 slips would be
replaced with a new 282 slip marina. The existing Marina is currently arranged with 16 docks
and 16 gangways.  The New Marina will be configured with 15 docks and gangways two of
which would include a long gangway to provide for ADA access. Currently there are 323
slips of various lengths. The new configuration will provide for 282 slips of various lengths from
36.1 ft. to 38.9 ft.  

The existing 183 concrete piles which are all 14 inch in diameter will be replaced with
190 concrete piles of various diameters:  99 concrete piles will be 16 inch in diameter and
91 concrete piles will be 20 inch in diameter. This project is scheduled to be completed
within 2 years from the start date. The tentative start date is set for October, 2012.  

The applicant has stated that there is no negative impact created by this project.
Therefore, a Negative Declaration should be granted.  Had we been given adequate
notice to state our objection, we could have
objected on the basis that the Marina is a
Cultural Resource and should be placed on
the National Register of Historical Places. A
historical placement will prevent major
changes in the Marina.  

As you can see from the photograph, all
of the boats at the 3 docks have been

Message from the President
By Nate Holden, 

President of the Marina City Club Condominium Owners Association
www.nateholden.com
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cleared away in preparation for the rehabilitation.  
The work will commence at the Fantasy Yacht

Club on the west and end adjacent to the Ritz
Carlton.  Initially, residents of the West Tower South
will be the most severely affected by the
construction and rehabilitation.  The noise
generated from pile-driving will be excruciating.
For those “stay at home residents”, it will be ringing
in the ears.  As the construction moves from West to
East past the Center Tower and the East Tower, the
noise level will be the same.  In fact, this project will
be a nuisance to all residents; in every Tower; North
and South.  For that reason, I will ask the
Management Council to request the County of Los
Angeles to grant some consideration for
interrupting the peace and quietness of our
lifestyle.  Should the noise become extremely
unbearable to senior citizens and to the residents
that stay at home, work at home or are retired; you
should register your complaints with the Marina City
Club Executive Offices. Those complaints will be
presented to Beaches and Harbors and to the Los
Angles County Board of Supervisors.

Fall has arrived bringing more fun and
exciting events in the Restaurant.

Monday night football returns!  We have
the flat screens behind the bar and the
large big screen in the dining room to
watch all the Monday night games. In
addition to the regular menu and weekly

specials, Chef has put together a great slider menu for
us, to pair alongside some great microbrews!  Slider
menu will include a Bacon Cheddar Slider, Pulled Pork
slider and Portobello Mushroom slider to name a few, for
only $3++.  We will also feature French Fry Plate options,
with choices like Parmesan and Rosemary or Chili
Cheese, for $3.75++.  Microbrews added to our beer list
are Hanger 24 Orange Wheat, Alaskan Amber Ale, and
Sierra Nevada Pale Ale for $6 or a Bucket for $25.  

It’s that time of year again for our annual
HALLOWEEN BASH! Because Halloween falls on a
Wednesday, we have decided to have the party on
Wednesday, October 31!!!  Summerwind will be
performing from 7:30-10:30 p.m. to rock with us all night.
Buffet opens at 6-10 p.m., and is $27.95++ per person.
Don Mantarro will be our fabulous MC that night, and
we will be giving away amazing prizes!!  Biggest award
for Best Couple, also prizes for Scariest Costume, Sexiest
Costume and Most Creative costume to name a few.
Reservations required with a credit card for this Sell Out
event at Ext 215.

We are featuring new items on our
regular dinner menu, so be sure to check
them out!!

Holidays are coming upon us fast, and if
you or anyone you know is looking for the
perfect Holiday Party Venue space, please
contact the Banquet Manager, at Ext 211.
Dates are still available but will fill up fast!
Visit our website at www.marinacityclubevents.com

Restaurant News
By Candace Miller, Food & Beverage Director

Taffany Book
Angi Diamond

Max Funk*
Lorri Holliday

Nicholas Marshi*
Connie Martindale*

Patrick Morrison*
Michael Mount

Tanna Repass
Shahin Sabzehro

Laura Turner Sharpe
Bradley Stark

Greg Stelzenmuller
Andrea Stradling*

Brandon Wilton
Cheryl Wilton

Welcome New Members

*non resident member 

Labor Day
Celebration
Labor Day

Celebration

(continued from page 2)
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10-6; and Lamont Cosby defeated Allan Bledstein, this
year’s Ringer champ, 6-4, 4-6, 10-7. 

In the consolation draw, Stephen Hall rebounded
to win 6-0, 6-1
over another
newcomer, Jeff
Smith to move
into the semi-
finals there.
Other semi-
finalists were
Mark Schwartz,
who defeated
Pat Morrison, 6-3,
6-3 and Jim
Richards also
recovered from
his long match with Carlos to win 6-1, 6-1 against
Camilla Horen. 

In the main draw, the semi-finals featured several
of our top male players.  Carlos Dunkerly fought a
valiant opponent in Lamont Cosby and came out with
a 6-3, 6-3 victory to march into his second consecutive
final.  Mike Levitt woke up on the right side of the bed,
showing nice form and movement to claim a final
berth with a 6-3, 6-2 victory over Big Bill Pegnato. 

In the consolation draw, Stephen Hall and Allan
Bledstein each secured a spot in the finals.  Stephen’s
victory was another tough fight, with him winning a
see-saw battle over Mark Schwartz 6-1, 2-6, 10-8.  Allan
attacked the net, to defeat Jim Richards, 6-4, 6-0. 

The finals were set for high noon on Sunday and all
players were prompt and ready to play by 12:15pm.
The crowd slowly gathered as the first game between
Levitt and Dunkerly on Court #1 went back and forth to
deuce five times before Levitt secured the hold.  That
set the stage for Mike’s lead to grow quickly to 3-0,
however, Carlos settled down and started pushing
back with heavy topspin forehands and drop shots.  He
evened the match at 3-3 after 40 minutes of play.
Mike held and so did Carlos to even the score at 4-4.
The crowd of 30 oooo’ed and ahhhh’ed, as each
player darted laterally during long ground-stroke
exchanges.  Finally, Carlos broke Mike to take his first
lead at 5-4.  However, it appeared that the pressure
was getting to him, as he fell behind 15-40 in the next
game.  Mike could taste 5-5.  Suddenly, Carlos hit a
very deep forehand and a killer drop shot to even the
score at deuce.  After another back and forth, Carlos
eventually held with a decisive forehand volley to win
the first set. 

In the second set, Mike’s movement was hindered
by some pain in his hamstring, and Carlos continued to
press, utilizing the drop shot and topspin angles to

O n September 8th on Court 1 we held a men's
doubles exhibition between our own pros,

Gene Desrochers and Jacek Twarowski and outside
pro-level players, Renard Johnson and Kurt
Anderson.  We set up a barbecue next to the court
with beer, wine, water, and soda to drink.  People
were welcome to bring their own grillin's or eat the
hamburger, veggie burger, or hot dogs provided by
the tennis staff through the generous donations
given at our events by MCC members.  Thank you!  

The match itself featured some exciting, hard-
hitting points, especially in the first set, which Jacek
and Gene took 6-3 after some long deuce games
on both Renard and Gene's service games.

great effect.
Mike put up a
fight,
however, he
could not
overcome his
mobility and
Carlos’s shot-
making, as Carlos
cruised to his first Mcc
Singles title with a 6-4, 6-1 victory. 

In the consolation final on Court #2, Stephen Hall
earned yet another singles trophy, defeating Allan
Bledstein 6-3, 6-2, in a tough match that lasted 1 1/2
hours. 

Thanks to all the players who had the guts to
compete in the heated tournament environment.

Men’s Doubles
Exhibition

Oh, Calcutta!

Auction Night: October 12th

6:30 p.m. in Galaxy Room

to Benefit Venice Boys & Girls Club

Tournament: October 13-14th

9 a.m.-3 p.m.

$20/player

gdesrochers@seabreezemgmt.com

or call Margaret at ext. 223

Gene at ext. 326

(continued from page 1)
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Allan Bledstein
and Stephen Hall
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Super Tie-Breaker Explained

M atch play requires a different set of skills than
practice.  In a match you must accentuate

your strengths and minimize your weaknesses.  Most
players have a strong forehand and a weak
backhand, so every chance you get, run around your
backhand and hit another forehand.  The mistake I
see is a lack of commitment when doing this.  If you
are going to give up position on court and leave a lot
of open real estate to hit your stronger shot, you have
to completely commit to that shot and hit it well;
otherwise you are a sitting duck.  Practice the inside
out forehand and improve your movement, then
you’ll be able to hide your shortcomings better than a
couple on a blind date. 

Gene's Tip
of the Month:

Accentuate
Strengths

Jacek's Homework
for this Month:

I hope you all tried to
incorporate the slice and used
it effectively in your game. This
month, I focused on a tactical
and partly mental approach
to a doubles (and singles)
match. Do you know the
feeling when you are so
tensed that you become hesitant and start to
just "push" the ball over the net instead of
going for your shots, especially at the
beginning of the match? This feeling is totally
normal and everyone experiences it to some
degree. Here is what you can/should do to
regain the confidence in your shots:

- Go for the fences. Encourage your
partner and yourself to just hit the ball hard.
Go for your shots and just swing freely without
thinking. Chances are you are a good player
and your mechanics and your muscle
memory are already established so no need
to alter your technique and to (over)think
about your shot. It is better to miss a few shots
overhitting but letting your swing loose than
to "push" the ball over the net and to tighten
up your muscles. Once one of your relaxed
swings leads to a winner, you will gain
confidence and it will become easier and
enjoyable for you to hit any shot! Even if you
miss your power shot, it sends a message to
the opponents. They see that you are
aggressive and you mean it. They might think:
"Wow, if the ball goes in next time, I'm in
trouble".

So, just do your homework, hit the ball (try
it on your return) and enjoy!

M any of you may know that professional doubles
matches are now played with no-ad scoring for

the first two sets (except in Grand Slams) and the third
set is decided by a “super-tiebreaker.”  The Super-
Tiebreaker is a tiebreaker with the first team to garner
10 points winning the third set.  There has been some
debate in our doubles and singles matches where I
have employed this method of scoring to speed
matches along, as well as attempting to minimize
exhaustion for the players, as to how this super-
tiebreaker should be scored.  On the pro level, the
super-tiebreaker is scored and executed exactly the

same as a regular tie-breaker except that you play to
10 instead of 7.  Side changes are after 6 points.  You
must win the tiebreaker by 2 points, meaning that if
the score is 9-9, you change sides and someone must
get to 11 to win if the other team has 9 points. 

An alternative tie-break system called the Coman
tie-break is sometimes used by the United States
Tennis Association. Scoring is the same, but end
changes take place after the first point and then
after every four points. This approach allows the
servers of doubles teams to continue serving from the
same end of the court as during the body of the set.

W e want a huge turnout this year for our most
exciting event, the CALCUTTA to benefit the

Venice Boys & Girls Club.  We will auction the mixed
doubles teams on Friday, October 12.  The
tournament will be on Saturday and Sunday,
October 13 &14.  Please come bid on teams in the
Galaxy Room.  There will be drinks and hors
d’oeuvres for those who arrive early, 6:30 p.m.  The
bidding will begin at 7 p.m.  Please join forces with
your closest friends to buy the team of your dreams.
The winning team often garners over $1,000 to the
owner of that team if they win the tournament.  A
percentage of the pot goes to first, second, and third
place winners.  Call ext. 223 or 326 or email
gdesrochers@seabreezemgmt.com for more
information.  Non-tennis players are welcome and
encouraged to attend the auction.

OOhh CCaallccuuttttaa!!



Susan Stohrer, Fitness Director
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Eventually, Gene and Jacek came up with a break in
the final game of the set to pull it out.  The second set
was more one sided with Gene and Jacek again taking
the set 6-1, both holding serve themselves and getting
two breaks on Kurt and Renard.  The match was
officiated by John Marshall.  There were 30 spectators
who braved the hot weather to enjoy the match.
Thanks to all for supporting our tennis program.  All
members and friends of MCC are welcome to attend
these social gatherings, even if they don't play tennis. 

(continued from page 4)
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21 22 23 27
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

October 2012

10

Halloween
Party!

Summerwind

Buffet ONLY,
no early bird or
room service

201917

Dining &
Dancing w/ 
DJ Tom Foley
Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.
Oh Calcutta!

Auction

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

26

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Prix Fixe
Dinner 
Specials

Prix Fixe 
Dinner 
Specials

18

Prix Fixe
Dinner 
Specials

2524

Dining &
Dancing w/ 
Summerwind
Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

Dining &
Dancing w/ 
Michael Forbes

Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.
Monday Night
Football
Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.
Monday Night
Football
Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.
Monday Night
Football
Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.
Monday Night
Football
Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Dining &
Dancing w/ 
Hound Dog
Dave and the
Mel Tones
Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

4

Italian Buffet
6-10 p.m. $27.95

JohnnyRecine
from 7-9 p.m.

no early bird or
room service

7

7

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Early Bird
Specials 

Pianist Warren
Peterson
performs
Virginia’s

birthday songs

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Oh Calcutta!
Tournament

Oh Calcutta!
Tournament

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

The Holidays 
are right around 

the corner – 
make sure to 

have booked your 
hair and skin
appointments 

so you will 
look your best!

We are located 
down the hall 
from the Gym

Salon Phone Number: 
310-305-4009

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.
Monday Night
Football
Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Save the Date:
11/24

Thanksgiving Brunch 
11:30 a.m. -4 p.m.

String Duet
from 12-3 p.m.

MCC
Gentlemen’s
Society in
the Café



4333 Admiralty Way
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
310.822.0611

Italian Night Buffet
October 18, 2012

Buffet starts at 6:00 p.m. and ends at 10:00 p.m.
$27.95 per person - plus tax and gratuity

Pasta e Fagioli Soup

Salad Station with Variety Toppings & Dressings
Artichokes and Marinated Mushrooms Salad 

Mozzarella di Buffalo alla Caprese

Osso Bucco Alla Milanese
Chicken Breast Fontina

Baked Filet of Fish Florentine
Mushrooms Risotto

Pasta! Pizza! Pasta! Pizza! Pasta! Pizza!
Seasonal Fresh Vegetables

Assorted Mini Pastries and Cakes
Italian Gelato - Fresh Seasonal Fruit, And Much More

Save The Date:
Thursday, November 22

Thanksgiving Champagne Brunch
11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Cold Station
Omelet & Belgian Waffle Station
Breakfast Favorites & Hot Entrees

Carving Station
Desserts

Reservations required 
with a credit card 

at Ext 215

$38.95 Adults

$17.95

Children 12 & under

Children 5 & 
Under – Free

(plus tax and 
gratuity)

Joh
nny

 Recin
e 

fro
m 7-

9 p
.m.

Italian Night Buffet
October 18, 2012

Buffet starts at 6:00 p.m. and ends at 10:00 p.m.
$27.95 per person - plus tax and gratuity

Pasta e Fagioli Soup

Salad Station with Variety Toppings & Dressings
Artichokes and Marinated Mushrooms Salad 

Mozzarella di Buffalo alla Caprese

Osso Bucco Alla Milanese
Chicken Breast Fontina

Baked Filet of Fish Florentine
Mushrooms Risotto

Pasta! Pizza! Pasta! Pizza! Pasta! Pizza!
Seasonal Fresh Vegetables

Assorted Mini Pastries and Cakes
Italian Gelato - Fresh Seasonal Fruit, And Much More


