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New Year’s
Eve Gala

Tuesday, December 31st

Doors open at 
7 p.m.

Live Music featuring:
ALMOST FAMOUS

and
Studio 54 DJ:

Leroy Washington

$85.00 per person
includes 

Tax, Gratuity, and Champagne Toast

– Cash Bar – 

Reservations Required
at Ext. 215

with a Credit Card. 

Reservations taken
until 12/20 only!

STARTERS:
Crab & Shrimp Bisque with Garlic Crostini

Chilled Gulf Shrimp and Alaskan Crab Claws  

FRESH SALAD STATIONS:
Baby Arugula Salad 

Smoked Chicken Breast & Macadamia Nuts 

ENTREES:
Carving Station – Roasted Filet Mignon

With Black Truffle Sauce, Porcini Mushroom Sauce or
Creamy Horseradish

Australian Lobster Tail with Thermidor Sauce
Note: Served tableside individually upon request

Crispy Chicken Breast 
with Calvados Sauce

w Sliced Apples and Flamed Calvados Sauce

Baked Chilean Sea Bass 
With Sage Brown Butter Sauce

Herbed Roast Fingerling Potatoes
Wild Rice Pilaf, Golden Raisins & pine nuts
Grilled Vegetables, Almonds, Feta Cheese

DESSERTS:
Assorted Pastries, Brownies, Cookies, 
Cakes and Pies, Fresh Seasonal Fruit

Variety Flavors of Ice Cream, And Much More



Holidays are in full swing, and we are so excited
to share them with you!!!

Hanukah buffet celebration on Monday,
December 2nd from 6-10 p.m. Buffet is
$26.95++ per adult, $17.95++ per child and
under age 5 is free.  The rabbi from last
year will be here to lead us in prayer and celebration
at will begin at 7 p.m.  Please make a reservation at
Ext 215 for table seating.  Bar is first come, first serve.

Our famed Member Holiday party is Friday,
December 20th from 6-10 p.m.   Buffet price is
$28.95++ per person.  Special musical guest

Summerwind and Friends from 7:30-11 p.m.
We encourage everyone to bring donations
for the LA Food Bank, and place them in the
boxes near the elevators.  We all should use

this Holiday season, and every opportunity to give
back to those less fortunate.

NYE! NYE! 7:30-12 a.m.   $85, all inclusive gourmet
buffet w/ Champagne Toast with music from Almost
Famous playing music from disco to the 80s from 8-
midnight.  Special Guest DJ Leroy Washington to play
as well and lead us through the countdown!  Only
125 table seating Reservations available.
Reservations cease being taken on December 20th.
No reservations will be available after 12/20,
however walk-ins for dinner at the door for
$125 each.  Those not eating are welcome
to sit at the BAR only; no tables will be
reserved for “Drinks”.  Bar Area is first come,
first serve.  All tables will be together in the
dining room, the band & DJ on a raised
stage area, and the buffet open from 7:30-
10:30 p.m. 

Please note the holiday closure for the 3rd floor
will begin 12/21 until our NYE Party and then closed
on 1/1/14.  The Café Holiday closure is breakfast only
on Christmas Eve, closed Christmas Day, closed NYE
and closed 1/1/14.

Thank you for a fabulous 2013 and we look
forward to everything 2014 has to offer.

~The Restaurant and Café Staff

Restaurant News
By Candace Miller, 

Food & Beverage Director
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Stephan Altman*
Dawn Belton

Kristen Bonner
Renate & Stephen Craft*

Josh Goldin*
Nima Kayhannia

Edith Levy

Harry Mitterbauer*
Damien Paredes

Steve Salke
Emily Schlipf

Michael Schneider*
Suzanne Schwartz

Scott Shdeed*

Welcome New Members

*non resident member 

Halloween Party
A big thank you to Charles Lederman Realty 

for their grand prize donation.
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This is an exciting time to live in Marina del Rey. All around us we are seeing new
infrastructure projects, more retail, restaurants, recreational facilities, and new
residential projects. All of this is happening simultaneously with a resurgence of

residential real estate values

The Marina City Club can be a leader in this value recovery, and this will mean
your property will be worth more and be even more desirable.  However, the Marina
City Club is an ageing facility. The buildings and mechanical structure are from the
60’s and this physical ageing can only be addressed by spending on a fairly long list
of capital projects. We must make essential structural repairs, refresh, repaint, and
modernize our exteriors. We also need to beautify the site by attending to those
items where we can gain the maximum in curb appeal while we at the same time
keep spending within manageable levels

There’s no way to sugar-coat it: everyone hates an increase in assessments.
Getting a notice that you owe more money to the association can not only put a
damper on your day but also a dent in your wallet, both of which the board is
sympathetic to. In a perfect world, there would never be a need for raising
assessments —but sadly, it’s a necessary evil.

Of course, the board doesn’t take raising assessments lightly. Not only do we
understand that increased assessments can be a hardship for you, but—since we are
also be responsible for paying our share of any increased assessment—they’re an
extra financial burden on us, the board members, as well. Because of this, we try to
make sure your opinions on these matters can be heard by holding open board
meetings and giving you a chance to contribute your thoughts on these critical
projects.  Keep in mind that having a properly funded reserve and a well maintained
infrastructure is critical to your property values and our abilities to keep mortgage
money reasonable and available, which helps to drive these property values

We are entering the Holiday Season.  I hope you all participate and enjoy the
community festivities that are planned at the Marina City Club and Marina del Rey.

Have a Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year

Message from 
the President

By Jerry Simonoff, President of the Marina City Club 
Condominium Owners Association, Inc.

jerry@marinacityclub.com



P alm Desert in November is a sight to behold.
Calm mornings that feel like seventy degrees
with clear skies, it almost seems like the ball is

clearer as the crisp sound of your racket striking the
ball echoes through the Cochella Valley.  The very
first night at 6:30 p.m., our pilgrimage gathered at the
home of Sandy and Hank Abouaf to enjoy a
delicious dinner that included kebob, humus, shrimp,
and other culinary goodies prepared that day by our
gracious hosts.  Everyone drank and ate until late into
the night, but not too late, since we wanted the win
on Saturday morning.

We had 5 Mcc teams ready for Men's and
Women's doubles at the prestigious Ironwood Country
Club on Saturday at 10am.  Marc, the head had solid
players for us to compete against on his hard courts
set against the San Jacinto Mountains.  Their beautiful
center court was used as a WCT Championship court
featuring a match that Rod Laver won.  Our players
included the likes of Joan Hall, Nancy Closson,
Margaretta Gentschein, Barbara Fier, Larry Mortorff,
Marva Baumgart, Bill Baumgart, Hank Abouaf, Sandy
Abouaf, Gail Haller, Mindy Fox, and Herman Jordan.
We saw old friends from Mcc who have since moved
out to the desert, including Mike and Sophia Miller
and Mike Fasch.  In our first Men's and Women's
Doubles match against Ironwood, Marina City Club
pulled out the win, with
some tough three
setters and a straight
sets by Nancy and
Joan.  In the end, we
won 3 matches out of 5
to take the first
interclub of the
weekend.

On Saturday night,
we gathered at the
Yard House at The River
to dine, wine, and relive
our tennis glory from
earlier that day.  We
were joined by Stephen
Hall, Carlos Dunkerly,
and Mike Levitt, who
had competed that
same day in the World
Team Tennis National
Championships in

Indian Wells.
The food was
delicious and
the company
was, as always,
stimulating.

Sunday morning, we journeyed to Rancho Las
Palmas Country Club for mixed doubles.  Rancho
las Palmas was named one of the 50 best tennis
destinations in the U.S. and we got to see why.
With 25 tennis courts and dozens of quality players,
Mcc had its work cut out.  We started at 9am and
had to remember to "fall back" the night before or
risk arriving an hour too early.  All our players
competed hard, as the temperature was warm.
Mindy played with Hank, and they pulled out a
close match in 2 sets.  Gail and Herman had a
tough time, but still had fun!  Larry and Nancy also
had a grueling match that lasted two hours.  Gene
and Joan had a fun match as well.  In the end, we
split the mixed doubles matches 2-2, setting up a
tie-breaker for 2014!

All in all, the weekend featured lots of good
tennis at unique locales.  I recommend anyone
who likes dry, windless conditions for their tennis
join us next time we make the trek into the wilds of
Palm Desert!

PPaallmm DDeesseerrtt WWeeeekkeenndd

Friday, December 6

Tennis

Holiday Party

Galaxy Room

7-10 p.m. 

$30 / person

at the door
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Palm Desert Party at the Abouafs
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S peaking of the desert, I am planning the
trip to Indian Wells for the BNP Paribas
Open in March so if anyone wants to

order tickets for the finals and semifinals, please
send a check my way.  Tickets cost $75 / person
per day.  Bring checks by the fitness desk and
leave for Gene Desrochers in an envelope.  Make
checks payable to "Gene Desrochers."  Please
specify what days you want tickets for and how
many per day.

HHoolliiddaayy PPaarrttyy

F inally, our tennis holiday party will be in the
Galaxy Room on Friday Dec. 6th from 7-10
p.m.  It is buffet style for $30 / person.

Please, come one, come all to see who wins our
best sportsman of the year, best dressed, most
improved, best lobber, and best player.

RReecc LLeeaagguuee NNaattiioonnaallss

T he 2013 Mylan World Team Tennis Rec League
Nationals concluded Sunday at the Indian Wells
Tennis Garden in Indian Wells, Calif., with 13

teams winning national titles. Teams from California,
Hawaii, Florida, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas and Puerto
Rico reigned supreme in their respective divisions to take
home the championship hardware.

With a record field of nearly 500 players from 16
states and Puerto Rico in town for the tournament,
teams competed in matches on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday for a chance to best their divisional opponents
to earn national titles.

On the final day of the tournament, the stakes were
raised as competition peaked when teams played
some of the closest matches of the weekend during
their last match of the season. 

SUPER SENIOR 4.0 DIVISION: 
In the five-team 4.0 Super Senior Division, each team

was scheduled to play one another. Going into the final
day of competition on Sunday, three teams had the
chance to finish the weekend 3-1, and when Winning
Shots of Lancaster, Pa., beat Cheviot Hills Super Seniors
of Playa Vista, Calif., 30-18, that three way tie forced the
national championship to be decided by winning
percentage. Cheviot Hills Super Seniors came out on
top with a 58% winning percentage, followed by
Winning Shots in second with 54% and High Rollers in
third with 48%. Champion teammates include Dwight Liu
(non-playing captain), Playa Vista, Calif.; Gayle
Tyerman, Malibu, Calif.; Shizuko Takayasu, Matt Lampe
and Carlos Dunkerley, all of Los Angeles; John Burke,
West Covina, Calif.; Michael Levitt and Stephen Hall,
both of Marina del Rey, Calif.; Jady von der Lieth, Santa
Monica, Calif.; Ronnie Yung, Hacienda Heights, Calif.;
and Karen Barry, Westchester, Calif.

22001144 BBNNPP 
PPaarriibbaass OOppeenn 
TTeennnniiss TTrriipp
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WTT Super Senior 4.0 National Champs with MCC
Members Mike Levitt, Karen Barry, Carlos Dunkerly, and
Stephen Hall.

Gene's Tip
of the Month:

“Are you a choker”

Choking.  We all hear about it, we all do it.
Accept that YOU WILL CHOKE at some point in
a match or in your tennis life.  Accept it.
Choking does NOT make you a choker.  Please
resist the urge to label yourself a choker
because you choke at times.  Everyone chokes.
How you handle a choke is what separates the
champions from the never-heard-froms.

Does anyone think Jimmy Connors was a
choker?  No.  Does anyone think Ivan Lendl was
a choker?  No.  Both of these tennis legends
were labeled chokers.  Connors labeled himself
a choker in a match I watched by grabbing his
neck and sticking out his tongue.  Lendl was
labeled "choker" by the media during his first 5
years as a pro.  Neither player let that stigma
stick and the results speak for themselves.  We
all choke.

The next them you miss a lay-up volley, give
yourself a break.  Forgive yourself and make up
your mind to be consistent on the next point.
You might even find that forgiving yourself leads
to less choking and more winning.
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Susan Stohrer, Fitness Director

December Holiday Schedule

Tues, Dec 24 7:00 am – 1:00 pm

Wed, Dec 25 CLOSED – Christmas

Thurs, Dec 26 7:00 am – 10:00 pm

Fri, Dec 27 5:30 am – 10:00 pm

Sat, Dec 28 7:00  am – 8:00 pm

Sun, Dec 29 7:00  am – 8:00 pm

Mon, Dec 30 5:30 am – 10:00 pm

Tues, Dec 3 7:00 am – 1:00 pm

Wed, Jan 1 CLOSED – New Year’s Day

Thurs, Jan 2 5:30 am – 10:00 pm

The Fitness Center Staff  
would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday.

Have a safe and healthy holiday season!
We are looking forward to serving you in 2014.

The Fitness Center is collecting 
your extra unused sample toiletries 
to benefit local women’s shelters. 

Bins are located at the 
Fitness Front Desk area and 
in the ladies locker room.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Bridge Night

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++

Taco Tuesday
& Happy Hour

Prix Fixe Spec.

Bridge Night

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++

Taco Tuesday
& Happy Hour

Prix Fixe Spec.

New Year’s
Eve Gala
Almost Famous
(No room
Service, 
Buffet only)

December 2013
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212018

Dining &
Dancing w/
A Stack of 45s
Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.
(Bar only) 

Restaurant
Closed

27

Early Bird
Specials 
5-6:30 p.m.

Prix Fixe 
Dinner 
Specials

Prix Fixe 
Dinner 
Specials

19

Restaurant
Closed

2625

Member 
Holiday Party
Summerwind
and Friends
(No room
Service, 
Buffet only)

Restaurant
Closed

Early Bird. Spec.
$11.95++

5-6:30 pm

Monday Night
Football

Early Bird. Spec.
$11.95++

5-6:30 pm

Monday Night
Football

Hanukah
Buffet
(No room
Service or Early
Bird, Buffet only)

Monday Night
Football

Dining &
Dancing w/
The Vic Moraga
Band Happy
Hour 5-7 p.m.
Tennis 
Holiday Party
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Prix Fixe 
Dinner 
Specials

Restaurant
Closed

Restaurant
Closed

8

7

Cardio Tennis
8:30-9:30 a.m.
Early Bird Spec.
5-6:30 p.m.

Early Bird
Specials 
5-6:30 p.m.

Restaurant
Closed

Bridge Night

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++

Taco Tuesday
& Happy Hour

Prix Fixe Spec.

Restaurant
Closed

www.marinacityclub.net

Restaurant
Closed

Restaurant
Closed

Restaurant
Closed

December Holiday
Sale on all product -

great for yourself 
or for gifting!

All of us 
wish you a

Happy Holiday
Season!

Call to book your
appointments.

Walk-ins welcome.

We are located down
the hall from the Gym

Salon Phone Number: 
310-305-4009

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

31
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Marina del Rey, CA 90292
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Member Holiday Party
Friday, December 20th

6-10 p.m.

$28.95 per person
Tax and Gratuity Additional

Reservations required with a credit card.

We encourage you to bring donations for the LA
Food Bank. Place them in boxes near the elevators.

Hanukkah Buffet
Monday, December 2nd

Buffet 
6-10 p.m.

Candle Lighting
with a Rabbi

7 p.m.

Adults $26.95++

Children 12 and
under $17.95++

RESERVATION REQUIRED at Ext. 215
with a credit card

Special 
Musical Guest 
Summerwind
and Friends 

from 
7:30-11 p.m.


