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T he 2012 Gerry Ramirez Invitational featured 10
players battling it out to see which team, USC
or UCLA would prevail as the champion here

at the Marina City Club.  This event takes place once
a year on a Saturday on or near the storied football
rivalry.  It is named in honor of Gerry Ramirez, a
beloved member who was also a huge USC fanatic.
Gerry would have been proud of the kind words
shared by all present who remember the great man.
People shared their stories and memories of a unique
member who is sorely missed by all who knew him. 

USC was valiantly represented by Mike Levitt and

Duke Hendrickson, Wilky Lau and Bill Boyd in doubles,
and Marv Benson in singles.  UCLA was also valiantly
represented by Leslie Howard and Adam Kaufman,
Ellie Nache and Jerry Washam in doubles, and Ken
Bodenstein in singles.  All matches were hotly
contested, with most going the distance, but in the
end, UCLA prevailed 3-0, managing to win the big
points when it counted. 

After the matches, we did something else Gerry
always enjoyed:  drinking beer.

Thanks to all who participated and shared their
memories of Gerry.

GGeerrrryy RRaammiirreezz IInnvviittaattiioonnaall

Valentine’s 
DayDinner

Thursday, 
February 14

Reservations Required 
at Ext. 215

Credit Card Required 
to hold reservation

$58.95 per person
service and tax additional

Enjoy an elegant 
four-course dinner with a 

selection of delicious entrées 
and desserts

– Entertainment – 



Happy 2013 MCC!  What a great year 2012
was!  Cheers to 2013 being just as successful

and fun for all!  For those that came to our
December events, such as the Member Holiday
Party and the Hanukkah Buffet, we want to thank
you.  We hope you enjoyed yourselves as much
as we did having you.  It was very impressive to
see many events in 2012 sell out!  Let’s keep the
ball rolling into having a successful 2013!

Through 2013, we will continue our $11.95 Early
Bird dinners Monday-Wednesday, 5-6:30 p.m.,
dine in only; also our Tuesday and Thursday Prix
Fixe dinner specials, and encourage you to come
enjoy the Chef’s unique creations for a great
price of $16.95 ++ for 3 courses.

As a reminder, all the Weekly & Event Menus
and Regular Dinner and Café menu are listed on
our website www.marinacityclub.net

Zerimer and Fritz return Thursday, January 17th
from 6-9 p.m.  Be sure to make your table
reservation before we sell out!!!  We just love it
when they come!

Author’s Corner is back on Thursday, January
24th. We welcome back member Herman Edel
and his third book “Taormina”.  Herman is very
excited to share this book, filled “with mystery,
terror, tears and of course, laughter.”  Please join
us in the ballroom at 7:30 p.m. for the discussion.
We always encourage Dinner and Drinks before
or after!  If anyone is interested in reviewing their
book, please call me at Ext 240 or email at
restaurant@marinacityclub.net

Save the Date: Thursday, February 14th
VALENTINES DAY GOURMET DINNER. The menu
and entertainment info will be posted in the
elevators and outside the fitness center and
restaurant elevator.  Please make your
reservations as soon as possible!

I am pleased to announce we won “BEST
WEDDING Venue” from The Knot for the second
straight year!!!  If you or anyone you know is
interested in hosting a wedding or any event with
us, please be sure to check out the Event Website
www.marinacityclubevents.com or call Ext 240 for
more info!

Thanks again for allowing us to
serve you in 2012; we look forward to
everything 2013 has to offer!   

~The Restaurant & Café Staff

Restaurant News
By Candace Miller, Food & Beverage Director

Angela Andrews
Jeffrey Coia*

Gerald Duncan
Victor Feathers

Bill Gross* 
Regina Hunter
Lara Mellegers

Kelly Newell
Richard Orona 

Bill Overton*
Brandon Pearse
Brandon Pollis

Victoria Romer-Pollis
Elizabeth Quiring

Geoffrey Roth 
Carol Schachter*
Louise Silverberg*

Roger Sinker
Jody Slocum

Rachel Stevens
August & Beth

Trometer
Josephine

Tsaligopoulas
Magda & Jack

Weaver*
Jeannie White*

Welcome New Members

Club Council Meetings
Meetings take place every other month

and are open to all MCC members (residents
and non-residents). They are held in the 3rd
Floor Galaxy Room at 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 8, 2013
Tuesday, March 6, 2013
Tuesday, May 1, 2013

Mark your calendars so we can look
forward to your participation in these meetings
regarding your club.

*non resident member 

2 www.marinacityclub.net

Seen with
Santa

Three-time Olympic Gold
Medalist Kerri Walsh
Jennings takes a break
from being MdR Boat
Parade Grand Marshal
to chat with Santa.

Santa visits Debra Winkler's fantastic birthday bash
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Dear Homeowner:

As I previously stated, I will continually update you on the major issues facing us here
at the Marina City Club.  In this month’s newsletter I will update you on the first two.  Next
month I will update you on the third and fourth major issues. 

1. The Admiralty Way Settlement Repair Project;  
2. The Dock Rehabilitation Project; Loud Noises;  
3. Consideration for Modified Ground Rent; Shadow Rent;  
4. The Liquor License Needed to Serve the Poolside Areas and the Café.

When we were first informed of the proposed construction project, Admiralty Way
Settlement Repair Project, I complained that the Los Angeles County Public Works
Department did not give proper notification to the homeowners.  I emphasized the fact
that the environmental report and a traffic mitigation plan should have been provided
to the homeowners, businesses and residents of the surrounding area.  

This project has turned into a nightmare!  The schedule from start to finish was to be
10 weeks; 4 weeks to repair the south side of Admiralty Way; 4 weeks to repair the north
side; 2 weeks to reconstruct the center divider, adding more trees and brush and pavers.  

We were told the Public Works Department would be using a more green technology
and a new material that would be more environmentally friendly.  The problems are we
are behind schedule and the environmentally friendly resurfacing known “innovative
recycled asphalt material” is crumbling.  Within days after the “new green technology
asphalt covering” was installed, major pot holes developed.  Admiralty Way had to be
closed down to repair the newly developed pot holes…there are many of them.  

Finally, someone put on their thinking cap and got smart.  They have decided to fix
the problem by grinding 3 inches off the surface of the “new roadway cold mix” and
replace it with the “conventional hot mix asphalt”.  The hot mix asphalt is expected to
ensure the roadways longevity and provide a smoother roadway.  

The other major problem associated with the Admiralty Way
Construction Project is the carelessness that caused our main
water line serving the Center Tower North and South to
RUPTURE!  For example: the removing of 7 trees from this area;
the pounding of the heavy equipment; the curvature of the
street and the pockets of water that settles in the area. The
water seepage occurred over the years because the public
works department refused to install a catch basin at that site.
For more than a week the Center Tower Residents North and
South did not have water.  In fact, during the last interruption,
the water was turned off at midnight and did not turn on again
until 5pm the next day. The problem was magnified by the fact
the water shut off problem occurred during Thanksgiving week
and the week after. The Homeowners were helpless, I know
because I live in the Center Tower. 

Dock Rehabilitation Project - This project is scheduled to start in January 2013.  190
concrete piles of various diameters are required to construct the project.  A meeting was
convened by Steve Napolitano from Supervisor Don Knabe’s office November 1, 2012 to
discuss the problems associated with this project.  Beaches and Harbor staff and Los
Angeles County Public Works Department were in attendance.  I stated at that meeting
that the noise level generated by the pile-driving would be excruciating for those “stay
at home residents”.   I also stated the Homeowners should be given some financial
consideration for their ground rent adjustments for this 2 year project.  I was advised that
Marina City Club Management Council should make a formal request to Beaches and
Harbor and to copy the request to Supervisor Don Knabe so that some financial
consideration may be granted.  The Department of Public Works Representative stated
the plan to control the noise level for pile-driving is to use a modified baffling attenuation
noise level devise that would limit the noise level to 85 decibel.  They stated the modified
baffling devise is currently being used in the Marina on the channel at the end of Fiji Way
and the noise level does not exceed 85 decibel.

Happy New Year to All!  It has been a great year for improvements here at the
Marina City Club.  Next year we will have many many more improvements.

Message from the President
By Nate Holden, 

President of the Marina City Club 
Condominium Owners Association

www.nateholden.com

broken
water
main

repaired water main
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E arly December back in 2012, what a very special
night we had in the Galaxy Room!  I knew almost
everyone’s names and loved that not everyone

would be the same.  What a party!  What a night! 
The festivities started and

7pm and before I knew it, it
was 10:07pm and the wait
staff was clearing our desert
plates.  Somewhere around
ninety people filled the
Galaxy Room with holiday
cheer and red sweaters.
Sandy Abouaf celebrated
her 75th birthday with a
beautiful cake and a
rousing speech by Hank.
Don Mantarro acted as
master of ceremonies,
awarding a dinner for four to
Lilly and a crazy motorcycle helmet that also makes coffee
to Richard Reinjohn.  That coffee maker will reside in the
Hermosa Beach Chamber of Commerce, no doubt a
conversation piece for life.  Everyone thanked everyone else
for being wonderful players, sports, and most importantly
friends. 

A can of tennis balls were awarded in four
categories.  Best Dressed:  Richard Reinjohn and
Joanie Stewart, Most Improved:  Lorri Mandekic and
Marv Benson, Best Player:  Leslie Howard and Carlos
Dunkerly, and Sportsmanship:  Barbara Osborn and
Adam Kaufman.  Congratulations to all the winners
and thanks for your nominations.

Thanks for another great season of tennis
memories.  We hope to have the same fun
atmosphere for MCC Tennis in 2013!

www.marinacityclub.net

HHoolliiddaayy PPaarrttyy 22001122:: 
OOhh,, WWhhaatt aa NNiigghhtt!!

HHoolliiddaayy PPaarrttyy 22001122:: 
OOhh,, WWhhaatt aa NNiigghhtt!!

Joan and Nancy

Hank Abouaf Steve and Pam

The Baumgarts

Richard Reinjohn and Don Mantarro



S erving and volleying for doubles
or singles can be very effective
either as an on-going tactic, or

as a great way to mix up your
opponent on what they have to do
with their return of serve.  I many cases,
I see players at the club level floating
returns back in the court.  Why?
Because they can.  Don’t let your
opponents get away with floaters.
Come into the net and take those
wimpy returns out of the air.  This will
force your adversary to be more risky
with her returns, resulting in more errors
that will make holding serve easier! 

“But, Coach, how do you serve-
and-volley? Isn’t that for old dudes from
the 70’s who are now in their 70’s?” said
one teenager during my last clinic in
Culver City. 

There are 2 keys to serve-and-volley
tennis.  First, accept that you will make
mistakes and will get passed.  Second,
do not wait to see if you hit a good
serve.  By the time you figure out you’ve
hit a good serve, it’s too late to get to
the net and hit an effective volley.  Hit
your serve and RUN, RUN, RUN as fast as
your legs will carry you until your
opponent hits the ball, then split-step
wherever you are standing when they
hit, then move to the ball with bent leg
and laser focus.  After your first volley,
follow the alphabet:  A-B-C…Always Be
Closing!  Close the net, and close out
the point.  If you miss your shot or get
passed, don’t despair, hit another serve
and repeat.  Eventually, you will get
comfortable with this high-risk brand of
tennis, and even if you are lackluster,
you will give your opponent something
to think about on his return.

Gene's Tip
of the Month:

Support Your Partner
Before, During, and 

After the Match!
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Jacek's Homework
for this Month:

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday
season and are excited about tennis in 2013! 

This month, I would like to give you a few tips
on playing a doubles team that is constantly
hitting lobs.

As we all know, it can be very frustrating
having to retrieve and chase down the lobs multiple times during
a match (and sometimes during a single game).

With these few pointers, you will be better prepared to deal
with the situation while keeping your cool/focus:
- Stay patient. Your opponents are often trying to get under your

skin by hitting a lot of lobs. Don't try to do too much with the ball
after you chased down a lob - simply get the ball back in play,
and patiently wait for the opportunity to attack a shorter ball 

- You and your partner can both move back to the baseline from
time to time to prevent the opposing team from hitting lobs

- Study your opponents' strengths and weaknesses. If you know
that your opponent likes to hit lobs, try to anticipate it before the
ball is hit

- When approaching the net/positioning yourself at the net, make
the split step closer to the service line. Your opponents will
recognize that it is risky to lob you because you are standing a
little further away from the net. Don't forget to move in/close the
net just before your opponent hits the ball to get a good volley

- Invite your opponent to the net. Use your soft touch to place the
ball short so that the opposing team is forced to come to the
net. Payback time: now you can lob them!

- Be PATIENT yet ACTIVE. Get the ball back in play and actively
wait for a better opportunity to finish the point. Actively = the net
player needs to move and actively seek to intercept the lob!

Do your homework this month and enjoy the new year!

Valentine's Day 

"Mixed Doubles" 

Saturday, February 16th

1-4 p.m. 

$5 / Player

Valentine's Day 

"Mixed Doubles"
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Susan Stohrer, Fitness Director

Toiletry Item
Donations

Thanks to your generous support, MCC was
able to donate five tall grocery bags full of

unused toiletry items to Annenberg Access Center,
formerly Ocean Park Community Center.

We will continue to collect these items in 2013.
Bins are located at the Fitness Front Desk and

in the ladies locker room.
Make a difference for those in need!

NEEDED:
Class Participation

Summer vacations have long past. The
holidays are behind us now. Time to get serious
about fitness.

Several of our classes have dropped
considerably in participation for the past 6 months.

It is time to consider changes.
If you want a class to remain on the schedule,

please show your support by regularly attending
these classes in January and February. Spring
cleaning will take place in March.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Bridge Night

Club Council
Mtg.

Prix Fixe Dinner 
Early Bird Spec.
5-6:30 p.m.

Restaurant 
and Café

closed

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

January 2013

9

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Happy Hour
5-10 p.m.

191816

Dining &
Dancing w/
Summerwind

Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

25

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Happy Hour
5-10 p.m.

Prix Fixe
Dinner 
Specials

Prix Fixe
Dinner 
Specials

17

Prix Fixe 
Dinner 
Specials

Author’s Corner
Herman Edel
“Taormina”
7:30 p.m.

Prix Fixe
Dinner 
Specials

2423

Dining &
Dancing w/
The Belmont
Bettys
Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

Dining &
Dancing w/
A Stack of 45s

Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Dining &
Dancing w/
DJ Tom Foley

Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

3

31

Prix Fixe 
Dinner 
Specials

Zerimer 
and Fritz
6-9 p.m.

6

7

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Happy Hour
5-10 p.m.

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Happy Hour
5-10 p.m.

Early Bird
Specials
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

Happy Hour
5-10 p.m.

Bridge Night

Prix Fixe Dinner
Specials

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR! 

Come check out
our new look! 

New Customers –
enjoy 25% off
on your first visit.

Present this coupon
at time of service

We are located 
down the hall 
from the Gym

Salon Phone Number: 
310-305-4009

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

Cardio
Tennis 9 a.m.

Early Bird Spec.
$11.95++
5-6:30 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE:

February 14th – 
VALENTINE’S DAY

GOURMET DINNER

www.marinacityclub.net



4333 Admiralty Way
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
310.822.0611
www.marinacityclub.net

Call Today
to Reserve 

Your 
Table!

Live at MCC!
Thursday, 

January 17
6-9 p.m.

Combining Jose Zerimar’s
explosive guitar playing
with Jean Fritz’s power
rhythms, unleashes an

incredible duet of 
acoustic magic.

Author’s Corner
Thursday, January 24th

7:30 p.m.

Join us in the
ballroom as

member
Herman Edel
shares with us

his book
“Taormina.” 

We always
encourage
Dinner and

Drinks before
or after!


